FLEURIEU EDGE
The Ultimate Road Trip

Madagascar’s National Road 5 offers the beauty of a white
sand coastline, palm forests, and the Indian Ocean. Its
202 kilometers of two-track road, bare rock, sand, and
mud, however, have given it a reputation for being one of
the worst roads in the world. Tourists looking for
breathtaking views are advised to have a four wheel drive
vehicle, an experienced driver, and an on-board mechanic.
John the Baptist came to announce the good news of the
coming Messiah to those traveling on rough roads and
through barren landscape. Repeating the words of the
prophet Isaiah written centuries earlier, he urged curious
crowds to “prepare the way for the Lord” and to “make
straight paths for Him.”
John knew that if the people of Jerusalem were going to be
ready to welcome their long-awaited Messiah their hearts
needed to change. Mountains of religious pride would
need to come down. Those in the valley of despair
because of their broken lives would need to be lifted up.
Neither could be done by human effort alone. Those who
refused to respond to the Spirit of God by accepting John’s
baptism of repentance failed to recognize their Messiah
when He came (Luke 7:29-30). Yet those who saw their
need for change discovered in Jesus the goodness and
wonder of God.

Mart DeHaan

Isaiah 40:3-8 3A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness
prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be raised up, every
mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become
level, the rugged places a plain.
5And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will
see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 6A
voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All
people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the
flowers of the field.
7
The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of
the Lord blows on them. Surely the people are grass. 8The
grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God
endures forever.” (NIV)
“Doing Life Together”
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