
Look Who’s Reading You
I heard about a judge who used bumper stickers to
encourage better driving. He gave two options to people
guilty of driving while intoxicated.
The first option was to attach this message to their bumper:
“This car owned by a convicted drunk driver.” Almost all
offenders preferred the judge’s second option: Enroll in an
alcohol treatment program. The majority of people cared
about what others thought of them and wanted to maintain
a good image.
The fear of embarrassment applies to other kinds of
unacceptable behaviour as well. For example, not many of
us would be willing to walk around with a sign on our backs
that read something like this: “Danger: I’m a Christian who
doesn’t spend time in prayer or Bible study.” Nor would we
want to wear a sign that read: “Warning: I’m a child of
God who gossips too much,” or “Be careful: I am
controlled by lust rather than love.”
If God required us to display such a sign, would our desire
for the respect of others keep us from revealing our true
spiritual condition? The way we answer this question says
a lot about our sense of shame before the Lord, who
always judges us accurately (1 Peter 1:17). Is it possible
that we fear His opinion less than we fear the opinion of
others? We need to live for God’s approval rather than
man’s approval.
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1 Peter 1:13-16, 22 13So prepare your minds for action and
exercise self-control. Put all your hope in the gracious
salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed
to the world. 14So you must live as God’s obedient children.
Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own
desires. You didn’t know any better then. 15But now you
must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you
is holy. 16For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I
am holy.”
22You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the
truth, so now you must show sincere love to each other as
brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your
heart. (NLT).
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