
Courage To Be Faithful
Fear is Hadassah’s constant companion. Hadassah, a young
Jewish girl living in the first century, is a fictional character in
Francine Rivers’ book “A Voice in the Wind.” After Hadassah
becomes a slave in a Roman household, she fears
persecution for her faith in Christ. She knows that Christians
are despised, and many are sent to their execution or thrown
to the lions in the arena. Will she have the courage to stand
for the truth when she is tested?
When her worst fear becomes reality, her mistress and other
Roman officials who hate Christianity confront her. She has
two choices; recant her faith in Christ or be taken to the
arena. Then, as she proclaims Jesus as the Christ, her fear
falls away and she becomes bold even in the face of death.
The Bible reminds us that sometimes we will suffer for doing
what is right, whether for sharing the gospel or for living godly
lives that are against today’s values. We are told not to be
frightened, but to “revere Christ as Lord” in our hearts (1 Peter
3:14-15). Hadassah’s main battle took place in her heart.
When she finally made up her mind to chose Jesus, she
found the courage to be faithful.
When we make the decision to honour Christ, He will help us
to be bold and to overcome our fears in the midst of
opposition. Let us be bold as we witness for God.
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1 Peter 3:13-16 13Who is going to harm you if you are eager
to do good? 14But even if you should suffer for what is right,
you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be
frightened.” 15But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this
with gentleness and respect, 16keeping a clear conscience, so
that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior
in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. (NIV)
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