
Learn from me 
 
(Video : Play Mr Bean in church) 
 
Oh, we can laugh, and well might we, as 
sometimes the perception of God and church for 
many is boring, droning, and that  God is some 
mystical being out there, IF in fact there is a God, 
(says the atheist) and that his followers are just a 
bunch of sincere, but deluded people looking for a 
some fanciful meaning and panacea to life….”that’s 
nice for you”. 
 
The atheist (one who does dis- believes or lacks 
belief in the existence of a God) will say, that for 
them an existence of a God and heavenly being is 
really that of fairy tales. 
 
And for the scientific atheist there is no scientific 
evidence of a creator, and the idea that we could 
have direct communication and information from a 
creator himself is conceptually absurd. 
 
Furthermore the atheist will argue, “If” God does 
exist “what moral justification could he give in 
allowing such evil in the world?” 
 



 
The existence of moral evil, they assert, makes it 
logically impossible to believe in God. Atheism is 
the only option for logically minded people. 
 
So not having a God or believing in God, is in fact 
the first way that actually increases our pain and 
suffering, by removing hope. 
 
So, like Mr Bean, we struggle to keep our attention 
to what we hear as a irrelevant message, while we 
watch good meaning people propagate their 
beliefs, while we get on with the “real things”, like  
of running our lives and the struggles and constant 
challenges we face. 
 
So where have we gone wrong?  
 
It don’t take much to see our world, falling around 
us, as morality (what is the doing of right and 
wrong) is more and more “relative”, like a broken 
anchor, threatening to smash on what we once felt 
as true, onto the rocks of “the worlds’ gone 
crazy”….we all would agree ! 
 
So what is going on with society and the world we 
live in? What relevance is God and  church anyway? 



Well the answer, I believe is found, right back in 
the beginning. 
 
A bit like, when you’re driving in your car and you 
get lost, you go back to the place you first started 
to get your bearings, or reset your phone if it has 
frozen…alt control delete…force quit!..back to the 
beginning. 
 
Gen 2 :4-9 

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created, when the LORD God made 
the earth and the heavens. 

5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and 
no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had 
not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to 
work the ground, 6 but streams came up from the 
earth and watered the whole surface of the 
ground. 7 Then the LORD God formed a man from 
the dust of the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 
living being. 

8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the 
east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had 
formed. 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees 
grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing 



to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the 
garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

 
Gen 2: 15-16  
 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You 
are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but 
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will 
certainly die.” 
 
Ok, so let’s stop and chat about this point: 
 
Why do you think that God, (let’s address him as 
Father),…why do you think that Father, creator of 
ALL things, including Adam and Eve, his pinnacle of 
creation, not just “good” but very good; why did 
He plonk those two trees, “Tree of life and the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil” smack bang in 
the MIDDLE of the garden? 
 
Remember his request, Father’s request, to Adam 
and Eve in Garden of Eden was to what ?... “to 
work it (the garden) and take care of it.” God cares 



for the environment”, BUT… here are these two 
trees..right in the middle of it. 
 
Imagine Adam and Eve, passing these trees often 
as they were going to and fro, they could eat from 
the Tree of life…mmmmm….but not the other one. 
 
But why put such temptations,  

1) Together and  
2) IN THE MIDDLE of the garden? 

 
Let’s pause and see what we each think? 
 
Why did Father put these two trees in the middle 
of the garden? 
 
Okey dokey 
 
Parents, imagine you bake two cakes, one for a 
wedding, beautifully decorated and another cake 
next to it. 
You go outside to do some gardening and say to 
your two children, “mummy is going outside for a 
while, I have sliced you some cake that you can 
have, but this one don’t touch, understood? 
 O boy oh boy…… 



Well, we know what happened when that cunning 
tempter came to Adam and Eve. 
Gen 3 :1 “Did God really say”…in other words 
casting doubt that Father is not a good God and 
that he does not have your best interests at heart. 
 
Remember evil isn’t something, it is someone, 
very important to recognise that. 
 
Gen 3: 1-5 

Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree 
in the garden’?” 

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit 
from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 
‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or 
you will die.’” 

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to 
the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat 
from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” 

In other words, YOU can decide what is “good” and 
what is evil, but without reference to God or his 
word.”!.. This is our problem. 
 



And did they die?, physically NO…part 
truth..yes..so cunning, but they did die spiritually 
to God, now separated by sin and disobedience, 
they handed over the title keys of themselves to 
the deceiver. 
 
As sin and holiness cannot coincide, they were 
evicted out of the garden, much to the grief of 
Father God. 
 
And therefore not only were they cut off from the 
Garden of Eden because of their sin, their access to 
the Tree of Life was cut off! 
 
So back to our questions of why did Father put 
these two trees in the middle of the garden? 
 
I believe the answer wasn’t about to see if they 
would be obedient, no otherwise that would be 
like having a computer or a robot...inforation in, 
and an action out. 
 
I believe the answer, as simple as it is, is FREE 
WILL.  
 
I like what John Lenox puts it, (quote:) in that God 
did not want humankind to be merely robotic 



machines or simply advanced animals. HE 
DESIGNED human beings as moral creatures; and 
there is no way of treating moral creatures without 
giving them FREE WILL.  
 
To be a moral creature, one first of all, needs moral 
awareness. Human beings, are the only creatures 
to have such an awareness. 
 
For example you can train a dog by rigorous, and 
painful disciple, NOT to go next door and steal a 
beautiful beef steak off the neighbours table. But 
you will never succeed in teaching a dog, why it’s 
morally wrong to steal. It has no concept of 
morality and never will. 
 
This is why that tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil was placed in the middle of the garden. 
 
You see, if you are going to behave morally, you 
must not only be aware of the difference between 
moral good and moral evil; you must have free will 
in order FREELY to choose to do good OR to do evil. 
 
Adam, Eve, the choice is yours? 
And to you and to me, the choice is ours, and so is 
the outcome….FREE WILL.  



 
God didn’t create robots, he created you and me 
with hearts to make a free choice. 
 
God isn’t into an arranged marriage, against 
anyone’s will or love. 
 
Living with Him isn’t about, HAVING to be with 
him, but wanting too…free choice. 
 
Your choice and mine not to, saddens Him, but if 
you prefer your life, your opinions your sin, then he 
grants you your free will, “hell what a choice”  
,….BUT however HE DOES offer you away back into 
the garden again, if you but choose to take it now, 
while the Ark door is open. 
 
God wants you heart over just your knowledge of 
him. 
You see a computer, as Lenox puts it,  might give 
you the answers to moral questions which is 
programmed into it….(call that the Law…the does 
and don’ts)….but that computer  never will or 
understand or be aware of, morality. 
 



It’s one thing to read the book, even the bible, it’s 
another thing to KNOW the author the Spirit and 
intention of the person who wrote it. 
 
You see Jesus came, as the Tree of life…the gate 
back into Eden, where you and I are meant to be. 
 
He is the tree, he is the Garden. 
 
John 17:3 
 
3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 
sent. 
 
One of my favourite depictions of the Genesis 
account is Gen 3:8a 
 
Here is the most beautiful and intimate picture of 
your heavenly Father, is so desiring to have 
relationship with you. 
 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the 
LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day,…… 

 



God walking in garden….”hey Adam, hey Eve, 
how’s your day been….I love the name you gave 
that one with the long neck, we had a lot of fun 
designing them!.....”Hey Father, come and I show 
you what we did over here…..”…. “let’s sit down 
and watch the sun set 
together ”….relationship….beautiful. 
 
Relationship, not religion. 
 
You see, Father never designed you to live your 
life on your own, trying to figure out how to live, 
how to work, trying to make our way through life, 
stressed and anxious in what is now a sin filled and 
perverted world. 
No …  
Rom 5:18 says:  
18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in 
condemnation for all people, so also one righteous 
act resulted in justification (just-as-if I- never-
sinned) and life for all people. 
 
I can’t imagine Father coming down from heaven in 
the cool of the evening to walk with Adam and 
Eve….busy, busy… 
 



I believe excessive business is just a compensation 
for significance, significance that was lost in the 
garden. 
 
Let’s finish by discussing the words of Jesus: Mat 
11:28-30 
 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” 
 
I want us to un-pack what Jesus meant by: “learn 
from me.” While he walked the earth…your 
observations? 
 
Discussion point:  
What can we “learn from Jesus” ? e.g:  

• His lifestyle,  

• His interactions with people, 

• His behaviour 

• His actions  

• His character 

• His loves 

• His dislikes 



 
You see Jesus, died not only for us, but as usand 
reunites us, sons and daughters of Adam and Eve, 
back to Dad, to Father 
 
So hear Jesus words again…. 
Mat 11:28-30 
 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” 
 
How ? 
 

1. Surrender…..cross…repent (change 
direction)..His HOLY spirit comes into your 
heart…its supernatural! 

2. Be baptised…wedding, marriage. Declaring 
dying to self. Baptism is like the engagement 
ring. 

3. Ask for His power…Holy Spirit…new language 
4. Learn from Him…how follow Him, hang out 

with him and others of the name Spirit. 
 



And what will happen : 
 
You will find rest for your souls. 30 For His yoke is 
easy and His burden is light.” 
 
You’ll neve be alone, He is now with you and IN 
YOU…you have a direct hotline to Him as you walk 
in the cool of the evening all the days of your life, 
both here and into eternity. 
 
So think very carefully about what you have heard. 

• No one person commits to a marriage without 
being sure of what they are committing to. 

• No one builds a building without first working 
out the cost. 

• No king  goes to war against another king until 
he first sits down and considers whether he is 
able with ten thousand men to oppose the one 
coming against him with twenty thousand? 

 
So think carefully about what you have heard and 
these words of Jesus as we close: 
 
Mat 13:44:45 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in 
a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and 



then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought 
that field. 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of 
great value, he went away and sold everything he 
had and bought it. 

Have a great week, learn from Jesus, and we’ll see 
you when we’re looking at you! 


