
The Power Of Encouragement
When he was a young boy, Benjamin West attempted to draw
a picture of his sister, but he succeeded only in making a
mess. His mother saw his creation, kissed him on the head,
and remarked, “Why, it’s Sally!” He would later say that it was
that kiss that made him an artist, and the great American
painter he would become. Encouragement is a powerful
thing!
Like a child learning to paint, Paul didn’t have much
creditability early on in his ministry, but Barnabas affirmed his
calling. It was through Barnabas’s encouragement that the
church accepted Saul as a fellow believer (Acts 9:27).
Barnabas would also encourage the fledgling church of
Antioch, helping it to become one of the most influential in the
book of Acts. And it was through Barnabas’s encouragement,
as well as Paul’s, that the Jerusalem church embraced the
gentle believers as Christians. So, in many ways, the story of
the early church is really a story of encouragement.
The same should apply to our own lives. We might think
encouragement is merely saying something nice to someone.
But if we think that way, we fail to recognize the lasting power
it possesses. It’s one of the means by which God shapes our
individual lives as well as the life of the church.
Let’s thank God for the moments we receive encouragement
and strive to pass it along to others.

Peter Chin
Acts 15:12-21 12The whole assembly became silent as they
listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs and
wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them.
13When they finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said,
“listen to me. 14Simon has described to us how God first
intervened to choose a people for his name from the Gentiles.
15The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is
written:
16”After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its
ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it,
17that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the
Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who does these
things” 18things known from long ago.
19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it
difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 20Instead we
should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted
by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled
animals and from blood. 21For the law of Moses has been
preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in
the synagogues on every Sabbath.” (NIV)
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