
In His Strength
In his famous paint titled A Helping Hand, Emile Renouf
depicted an old fisherman seated in a boat, with a young girl
beside him. Both the elderly gentleman and the child have
their hands on a huge oar. The fisherman is looking down
fondly and admiringly at the girl.
Apparently the man has told the child that she may assist him
in rowing the boat, and in her desire to help she feels as
though she is doing a great share of the task. However, it’s
obvious that it’s his strong, muscular arms that are moving the
heavy oar through the water.
A parable can be seen in this painting, Christ has granted to
us the privilege of sharing in His work here on earth. We
must never forget, however, that we cannot perform our tasks
through our abilities alone, but only as God works in and
through us. While He directs us to put our hand on the oar,
we must ever be aware of the ultimate source of our power.
He is the strength of our life! There can be no true progress
spiritually without the power of the Holy Spirit to undergird our
life and all that we do.
Let’s recognize our own weakness and echo the cry of the
psalmist: “I will go in the strength of the Lord God”
(Psalm 71:16). Then we will not faint or fail.

Henry Bosch
Psalm 71:12-16 12O God, do not be far from me; O my God,
make haste to help me! 13Let them be confounded and
consumed, those who are adversaries of my life; Let them be
covered with reproach and dishonor who seek my hurt.
14But I will hope continually, and will praise You yet more and
more. 15My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness and Your
salvation all the day, for I do not know their limits. 16I will go in
the strength of the Lord God; I will make mention of Your
righteousness, of Yours only. (NKJV)
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