
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Sense 

Voltaire said, “Common sense is not so common.”  He was 
right!  In a society that has grown increasingly litigious, we are 
inundated with warnings on products, mostly because some 
people lack common sense.  Just read the following 
instructions. 

On a hair dryer:  Do not use while sleeping. 

On an iron:  Do not iron clothes on body. 

On a chainsaw:  Do not attempt to stop chain with your hand. 

Common sense can be learned from experience or the 
teaching we receive from those we trust.  But God’s Word is 
the best source of all to develop discernment and good 
judgement. 

Three words echo throughout the book of Proverbs: wisdom, 
knowledge, understanding.  God has packed this book with 
common sense. 

Proverbs 11:12 advises restraint: “A man of understanding 
holds his peace.” 

Proverbs 17:27 warns: “He who has knowledge spares his 
words, and a man of understanding is of calm spirit.” 

Proverbs 20:13 is practical: “Do not love sleep, lest you come 
to poverty.” 

To get more common sense, consult God’s Word – the source 
of wisdom – daily. 

Cindy Hess Kasper 

Proverbs 1:20-29  20Out in the open wisdom calls aloud, she 
raises her voice in the public square; 21on top of the wall she 
cries out, at the city gate she makes her speech: 
22“How long will you who are simple love your simple ways?  
How long will mockers delight in mockery and fools hate 
knowledge?  23Repent at my rebuke!  Then I will pour out my 
thoughts to you, I will make known to you, my teachings.  
24But since you refuse to listen when I call and no one pays 
attention when I stretch out my hand, 25since you disregard all 
my advice and do not accept my rebuke, 26I in turn will laugh 
when disaster strikes you; I will mock when calamity 
overtakes you, 27when calamity overtakes you like a storm, 
when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind, when 
distress and trouble overwhelm you. 
28“Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look 
for me but will not find me, 29since they hated knowledge and 
did not choose to fear the LORD.  (NIV) 
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